Robert Bell and Company.

This year, 2022, marked 150 years since our firm moved into Old Bank
Chambers in Horncastle. Previously the office had been at 10 High Street
Horncastle, but the firm’s history goes back much further.

Photo—Xiss A, Blades.

THE OFFICES OF MESSRS. pAméﬁ‘svwFomS WALTER % Bar.t HORNCASTLE,

This view reflects how Old Bank Chambers appeared in the early part of the Twentieth
Century. It had a single storey extension towards the Bull Ring. Inside was a long pine
wooden counter, (Wilf Hodson who came as office junior had to have a special step so
he could see over it). That single storey was replaced about 1960 with a two storey
extension.

Old Bank Chambers stands next to the traffic lights at the heart of Horncastle.
[tis a three storey Georgian building with 1960’s extension towards the Bull
Ring. At one time it was the Chambers for the Bank (Garfits) next door: Much
of Horncastle was owned by the Revesby Estate, as was Old Bank Chambers
until it was bought by Robert Hay Bell from them in 1957.



MAWER MASON & BELL

CHANTEMD  SURYETURS & RETATY  AURNTS

In the 1980’s with it's two storey extension, and the Jubilee Concert Band
playing outside on a Saturday instead of the auction “on the stones”.

Tom Thumb’s House is on the ridge top, there’s a similar one on a house in
the Market Place at Tattershall. The carved wooden 1573 panelling in the
end room came across the road from Stow’s Corner off Hammerton Lane and

East Street.
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A plaque on the south wall commemorates the 1960 flood - a bit apt because
that was the year Mr Bell’s lake was excavated at Mareham and flooded
down Thunker Beck, carrying a caravan and wedging it under the town
bridge outside our office.

Wispington in 1984, and the plaque commemorating the 1960 Flood.



The Office has seen many changes, but it is rare to have continued under one
occupation for so long.

The move by Parish and Son to Old Bank Chambers in 1872, almost coincided
with a substantial auction, comprising most of what is now Woodhall Spa
from Sandy Lane to the River Witham for Rev Frank Dymoke, when there
was hardly a house in the village, but split into over 80 lots it led to the
development of the Spa as we now know it.

Otr Offices.

We had an office in Woodhall mentioned on our letter headings in the early
1900’s, but our firm opened one in Station Road in 1984. In 2005 we moved
to the current site overlooking the main junction in the village.



Following the dissolution of the partnership with Mawer Mason and Bell,
(when the balance of the firm was sold to the Leeds Building Society) in
1988, our small firm quickly expanded as Robert Bell and Company.



Premises at the centre of Coningsby were acquired in 1989 and a new office
run by Tony Wing, Margaret Done and Jane Leggate opened in 1990. Young
Robert Bell’s cousin Adam Dean who had trained with the firm, and married
our PA’s daughter Caroline Low, returned to run the house sales side.

OBERT BELL & COMPAN

CHARTERED SURVEYORS & ESTATE AGENTS
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MARGARET DONE A female footballing lay prescher
has to be someone exceptionall Margarset and her hus-
band Roy have lived in Coningsby for same aight yesrs
which means that she knows the village and its people
well, Mer role as full time receptionist and typist
demands an ability to be both charmingly pleasant and
expertly efficient.
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In 1998, we opened for the first time in the county capital. Our first office
was in Burton Road, dealing with residential lettings and encouraging
farmers to buy and let to students in this attractive new University City.
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Then in 2001, we decided to open all our services in Lincoln and new
premises in the prime estate agents row of Silver Street were acquired from
Lawrence Clarke. They were renovated and extended so that different
departments could operate from them.

.................................................

PROPERTY DEAL: Partners at &
chartered surveyor's say the
| openinz.of a naw office wil give

them bettgr coverage of the
| mid-Lingesnsnire area.

Robert S and Co moved into s
Lincoin office in Siver Streat last
Thursday.

The firm's senior partner Hobert
Bell is pictured (left) thanking the
original owner of the buading
Lawrence Clarke, who sold the
former gentlemen's tailoss and
outfitters last June. )

Partner Tony Wing said: “This will
aliow us as an agent {0 more
effectively cover the central
Lincoinshire area”

Mr Ball said: “This will give us
added coverage across the region.
We are jooking 10 expand into a
more commercial side i the city”

The company, which was
gstablished in Lincoinshire in 1799,
ias three other offices, in
Horncastie. Coningsby and
Noodhall Spa. It employs more
han 20 people. Its head office will
emain at Horncastie,

Bell and Co deals with the sala of
ulidings ranging from £10,000 to
s much as £1 million.

It also acts as a fumiture
uClioneer, land agent and housing
lanager
Following major refurbishment at
10 Siiver Street buiiding for an
Itsciosed cost, staff at a
mporary affice in Burton Road
Boa 1he move S

letura reference: 1-0330-28.

Here Robert Hay Bell shares a joke with Lawrence Clarke at the launch party.



Meanwhile, back at Horncastle, Old Bank Chambers were being out-grown.
New premises were bought on the High Street, but planning consent for
change of use was refused. Eventually a nearby warehouse at Lindsey Court
was acquired in 2017 and refurbished to make offices for our Auction
Department, Commercial Department and Residential Lettings Department.

Francis Dymoke cuts the ribbon on the Opening of our Lindsey Court office
in 2017.



Our firm’s history goes back a very long way - a century prior to our move
into Old Bank Chambers.




Its traces, pre-date 1800 with George and James Weir who were auctioneers
and printers. James Weir established the first printing press in Horncastle in
1789, and I think was also an auctioneer. George Weir wrote a “History of
Horncastle” in 1820 and sold the contents of Revesby Abbey in 1843.
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AT THE ASSEMBLY-ROOM, HORNCASTLE,
On THURSDAY, MAY I5th, 1845,

TRBOISRLY AT AIX WM“ t. THN BVRNING ;
PRINTS, b Thn't:“!";l‘ of Adem M’m-a&-h‘- >
a'-dnvw:.’h.(‘:c’h e 2

}fh-ncu Mbﬂ

e

M lw hﬂq Aer Sekiavarsits

J nm Ih-’hg X\y-pL after (v ) Dty

(bah

Z-:«m'
m"tw.'r\,.—. .‘E:B‘nm‘ al:.-ﬂtrll
ttee . Mwse, by Boger |

Dmu,nﬂlla
Ml‘ln

BOOKS. muany Richly Illustratod.
DUGDECIMO, fee.

37 Ganbatn's Acedvm,
oA \V’ ywl:th-nlmmﬁh

18- do ;:?.?_‘:,mmw
€1 Knor's 3 vois.

i gy daes B o e, 2

i nu“i:“ Poarsher's HGIL x aet Natts of Geoal Musssiorsacy, 23 1'-.-':--:-,:‘:1 »
18 View of Baeeorom, -in\u- :}'l{mlhm

17 Vidlags Fevtival. wher Timde v
0 iean w'mWnl.annrm .-,Mnu,‘p-

!.n::nuU

™

-

OCTAVO
gg i &S‘" s Chemical Cl‘-.hun
0 lllqnq‘ulﬁw«
m = Mawdiion 4 (ierimany

ﬁﬂ-vn--cd- of Tis
. 7\"! :iumuu- Hiegn of Vulencla
4 . wEr Tovel rece, Gernan
2 \u‘n:,:nn.m....&m A, u.:-w .a.’t,....,;. " m- er‘u'." c'dt.\-w«m Fe 2 B ke,

s | " o o "ﬂ Bedeut ln‘..
12 " Moy, x .\lw\ua' ?4'"'-—':' l‘lh-llh L W“k&:l' 2
Covaert, by Marts S sl 2
28 \lrul\:ﬂ&kh & A gl aNer Lovershe e p "c"“"
Voigin it COibt ser (ot ot P Tinir [ s w"“u..

28 Tuarh of - anr Bevioar, ailer Male, 1y Midfimas | St drice, colored plotes

a7 nm‘-unn;u bcr Tode v
b Mm«tlhlmzun:m n::'v’l‘ ’.\.u\'t ¥ J' ~
e e Aoy S Yot e Gl 3
e mbng 4 P 1
r ykm‘h i
cql-‘-u-,u_uﬁ-y o] ::-”nu.:,, e Fu i s ."“|.,’" u' it o
h‘ﬁfa:n-n'lh‘.m' s, whay n-m, x,vnr- .m M‘M"’ﬁ %M'
River Somsd in Divorabicn, - “ 3 o
M’ At llllnbv‘,j;(,o I{L-.‘ m""'-l“'&::uhn"-umh
“annn(hgu AN A, hvlh-lw e
et 1 Cottage, -h-fmm. oy am f\'mc,,,' ,':“" Beitie
Prets of the )
:.:; dﬂg"‘:m r'u. .
agy nd nby"-vu. 19!
nd A el
e o e oo A *%;:

“I‘d Otu) 1
l\ Chalie Romauss 3
\’bw 7. varkiny qunh:‘a‘.?‘h
rrdurs | gkrtehes in falke
i ktilwn

DD S T

gs=
z

2
§

LIE3EIITEAITIIEEEESTIITTLLLSTEEEREETEEE TR LA T ST AL LS

a¥eqpEzn
5,'i5 gesan

a2
i

ags:




That links our firm back to the Bell family as George Bell came from Scotland
in 1842 to be Land Agent at Revesby for James Banks Stanhope. Many of the
Revesby farmhouses, cottages, the Red Lion, the school, the Victorian big
house, the Park Gates, the Vicarage and new alms-houses date from this
period. New woods were planted, drainage carried out, a reservoir dug for
the people of Boston, an agricultural Society founded etc. etc. during his time
as Land Agent. He had a benevolent client in James Banks Stanhope, and the
estate received considerable input which was sorely needed although it was
only 22 years after the death of it's former owner, the renowned
agriculturalist and horticulturalist Sir Joseph Banks. George Bell was
respected and admired by both his landlord clients and their tenants. He
progressed the estate through negotiation rather than confrontation for the
benefit of all.

If you study the traditional roofs on the pub, estate office, and houses at
Revesby, you will notice that the slates have four courses of rectangular
slates followed by four courses of rounded slates. These match the roof of
the lodge to the Delvine estate, from whence George Bell emanated.

The ability to appreciate both landlords and tenants positions, (and
therefore to act for both) has been important in enabling agreements to be
negotiated. George Bell must have been exceptional at this because he was
esteemed by friends and tenantry as well as landlords both in Scotland and
at Revesby. Our clients might be wealthy or relatively poor: they may own
estates or only have a share in the tenancy of a small field.

Since it was owned by Revesby Estate, I like to think that George Bell would
have been involved with the negotiations between the Estate and Joseph and
Walter Booth Parish on their move to Old Bank Chambers. George Bell
retired and died in 1872 which was when Parishes opened their offices at
0Old Bank Chambers.



Mr Joseph Parish, a pupil of James Weir, acquired the business in 1855. He
established a name for pub valuations - there were 56 hostelries in 1851 in
Horncastle alone. He was followed by his son, Walter Booth Parish and the

name changed to “Parish and Son”. It was they that moved into Old Bank
Chambers in 1872.

twa dunghters.
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In 1895 Mr Parish took in as partner Mr Stafford Walter and the firm became
Parish & Stafford Walter. Mr Stafford Walter came from a local farming
family, and brought architectural as well as Land Agency skills. The
incorporation of his christian name into the firm'’s title was to distinguish
from the rival “Walter” estate agents, who were distantly related. Stafford
Walter lived in Hammerton House, now occupied by Chattertons solicitors,
with gardens running opposite the Mermaid Fish shop, (Hammerton
Gardens), where he kept a menagerie of animals and birds.
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This photo shows Stafford Walter who was chairman of the 1920 Flood
Committee, here chair of a sporting association, staging an important Boxing
Match against Tommy Burns.

He has a pose similar to Sir Joseph Banks, and his dress code reflects his
interest in country sports.

Also third from left on the second row is Wilf Hodson.

-




Stafford Walter was quite a wag, as can be illustrated by the journal he wrote
of “The Derelict”, in 1910 when he and four friends dressed as pedlars
sojourned in a horse drawn caravan from Horncastle up the Trentside to
beyond Gainsborough, (like Three Men in a Boat).




StaffordWalterabout1910.
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The grandson of George Bell, Robert Hay Bell (Hay as he was widely known)
was articled to W B Parish in 1897. I think he lived above the office. His
Articles of Apprenticeship required him to “everywhere, his master orders
gladly do”. He must not contract matrimony without his employer’s consent,
must not play at dice or cards and must not haunt taverns.
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This was a bitironic as Mr Parish had a name for pub valuations and although
he already acted for Mr Stafford Vere Hotchkin at Woodhall, I think Stafford
Walter brought a new dynamism and presence in gaining agricultural
clients. The form of business changed as it always does. There has generally
been a steady flow of auctioneering, but our firm has seen the auctions at
Horncastle Horse Fairs, the formation about 1900 of the weekly livestock
market in Horncastle, followed by its decline and closure in 2000, as the lack
of local abattoirs, foot and mouth, and high commercial risk took its toll.
Landlord and tenant negotiations have dwindled in prominence recently, to
be replaced for us all by issues of global warming, carbon sequestration, and
pollution.



Hay Bell must have done well because he was invited to join the partnership
in 1910 and the firm’s name changed to Parish Stafford Walter and Bell. They
had a share in the cattle market auction on a Thursday and a produce auction
on the office front and along the riverside on a Saturday morning. In those
days the horse fairs were declining but special store sales of cattle and sheep
drew considerable entries.
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Typical bill from PSWB and Grampa'’s ready reckoner.

Hay Bell was born at Ranby, and educated at Louth Grammar School. [ never
heard anyone say a bad word about him, and his excellent reputation for fair
straightforward honesty and integrity was used as a model for his
grandchildren. He was Chairman of Horncastle UDC for many years, and the
First World War naval shell outside Old Bank Chambers was donated for his
efforts as airraid warden after WW1.




Lincolnshire's senior
practising auctioneer, Mr
Robert Hay Bell, died at
hizs Hoencastle home on
Sunday morning. Mr Bell,
who woald have been 28
in July, carried out his
usual offico work on Sat-
urday and, In the evening,
onjoyed & game of bridge.

He was Principal af
Messrs, Parish, Stafford,
Walter & Bell, Old Bank
Chambers, Horncastle, In
partnership with his son,
Mr Robert Hay Bell junior.
At the peak of activity, Mr
Bell simultaneously man«-

aged over 14,000 acresand

ontirely on land which be
either managed or farmed,

His grandather, Mr
George Bell, of flevesby,
camg to Lincolnshire on
horseback from Perth-
shire in 1842 to be agent

for Mr Banks Stanhope.
His father, Mr Robert
Henry Bell, farmed at
Ranby.

Mr Bell, at the age of
16, was articled to Mr W,
B, Parish, auctioneer, and
later in partnership with
Mr Stafford Walter.

Horn and bred from
generations of countrymen,
Mr Bell had his heart in
the life and sport of the
Lincolnshire agricultural
scene. He was very fond
of shooting, fishing and
tennis and also played
golf. He possessed i
tremendous knowledge  of

agriculture  and  estats

TOADARD. bt bis two.

oy oia’ e wars the
Dibating of and

niting of (wocaiands
management of water Inthe
countryside, .

Continued
on back

Mr Bell

‘ /'/’V( 'k\'f‘
b " \
AR

[+ N

PHANTOM
SQUADRON

Eovring
Woodhall Spa,
Coningsby.
Tattershall
and Wragby




In 1930 they acquired the Burgh le Marsh firm of Willsons and Barney
Boulton (Alastair’s great-grandfather) was put in charge. He was a
Horncastle lad who had trained with PSWB and was very capable. The two
firms were run together for a few years (our offices were described as
Horncastle, Woodhall and Burgh), until Willsons was fully transferred to
Barney Boulton in 1937.

Hay Bell and Stafford Walter were assisted by Wilf Hodson, who started
work at Old Bank Chambers in 1907 at the age of 12, when a special stool
had to be made so he could see over the office counter. He was also mayor of
Horncastle for 18 years and carried on working until 1974. He could add up
three columns of pounds shillings and pence faster than you could read it. In
1960 he chaired the Flood Committee, just as Stafford Walter had done 40
years before.
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As Chairman of the UDC, Wilf Hodson was the natural choice to chair the
1960 Flood Committee. This dealt with claims for compensation and offers

of help, as well as tidying up after the ordeal on 7t October 1960. The plaque
on the south wall of Old Bank Chambers records the event.




Hay Bell’s son, Robert Hay Bell Junior was brought up at Lansdowne off
Spilsby Road, Horncastle, and educated at Horncastle Grammar School. He
joined the firm in 1935, but the war interrupted his apprenticeship. He
finally qualified as a Chartered Surveyor in 1947, getting 4t highest marks
in the country. That period and just after the war saw Hay Bell, and Wilf
Hodson both Chairman of the Horncastle Urban District Council (Mayor) and
we were paying wages on estates from North Ormsby down the Bluestone
Heath Road to South Ormsby.
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Robert Hay Bell at an auction about 1985.

We are Survivors
(For thene born before 19400

We were born before television, before penicillin, polio shots, frosen
fondy, xerox, contact lenses, videns and the pill. We were bifore radar,
crendit cards, split doms, loser beams and ball point pens, before
disiwashers, nonble drvers, electric Mankets, air conditioners, drip dry
clothes....... and before man walked on the moon

We gor married firet and then lived tagether (ow quaint can you be?).

W thowght "fast food " was what you ate in lent. a “Big Mac" was an

oversizod raincoat and "Crumpet ™ we had for tea. We existed before
dation ™ wax

hose hushands, computer dating and “theltered ac

where you waired for a bus.

W were before dayeare centres, group b and disposable nappi
5. word

We never heard of FM radio, tape decks, artificial heart
Processors, or young men woaring earrings. For uy “tmesharing”
meant togetherness, & “Chip ™ was a piece of wood or fried potato,
“hurdware " meant muts and bolty amd “software " wasn 't @ word.

Bofore 1990 "Made in Jupan ™ meant junk, the term “making out™
referred te how you did in your exams, “stud ™ was something that
Jastened a collar to a shirt and “goiny all the way " meant staying on a
doubla deckor bus to the terminal. In our day, cigareite ymoking was
“Faskivnable ™, “grass" was mown, " " way kept in the coalhouse, o
“folne " wax a piece of meat you ate on Sundayy and “pot” was something
Yo cooked . “Rock music " was a fond mothers lullaby, “Eldorado™
way an ice cream, a “Gay person” was the life and soud of the party,
While "aids ™ juxt meant beauty treatment for someone or help for
Wewho were born before 1940 must be @ hardy bunch when you think o
wwmmaadmmm adfustments we have had to mak{

alic

L

Yes, we have survived
But 1940 15 ax bus yestorday!

Hefore moving from High Street 10 Old Bank Chambers in 1871 we'd
becn selling farm stock, firniture and lands same 2 ov 3 working
oneratlony from the time of the Mad King and Napolcon.

Wa worked for the furmers rownd Horncastle and some of the lamdowners
like Mr.Hotehkin and we valued Hotel contents, when wivisky wax 18- a
gallon as evidenced in cur old recovd books. In those days all primary
Sigurey werw in dhe firms code (1o be free from prying eyes).

With the end of the Sowth Afvican war things began 1o change. We had a
Berlict car from the locul garage manJ T Friskney | ar£1500
odd and felephones and typewritors abowt 1903, So onur yeung Jurior,
Wilf Hodson (who was very youny dnd bad 1o have o small stad bekind
the counter), went ta the technical school (n Queen Street 10 fearn
ahorehand and typing. He got 3o good that Staftord Walter had a £5 ber
with a man that Hodson could type 108 woudy a minute and take
shorthand at 200 — and he won!

Hodvon was very very capable ard very fulthfid and added wp ail the billy
at saley in s hoad and made it all balance that wight.

Thore mm wpwets and scandals, i  wary, financial fathires, sirikes,

! x and tragedies, We have seen social changes unimaginable

n between the wary, Twice flooded out. A team of horses bu:’wﬁw

aments of glory and moments of disappointment,
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Perthabire.

His great grandader ok wp 3
cut the Reveshy Estate & 1842 - the
yoar Reveshy Abbey was bullt.

Robest's schooling began with the
el and River Waring ot the back of
Lamsdowne and & was the vanicty of
wikdlife there that instiliod his lave of

the countryside.

On Jeaving the Queen Elzabeth's
Grammar School, he spest a year on
2 fum at High Toymos before
strting i &5 fatber’s office in
Febauary 1935 28 2n artidied pepil fo
Sﬁ&ﬁﬁ'hﬁ:nhm

evenings wre spert stadyng
for the Chartered £Xums
and bo pasied his finals with the
fourth highest morks in the counry m

Robert Hay Bell

1938
The onset of the Second World
Wir s Robert selected for officer
traaning in Aldershot in 1990
wnd time in Londos during the blitz,
he was then posad is auamn 1990
d siled amnd the Cape of Good
1o Mombase in Kenya
1 the Linooln Regimest,
Robert wis seconded % the Nigenian
Regiment, learst the Afncan
md‘l{-ﬂdw&

By now a biectenare, his compasy
were ofien leadmg the advimce
against s cocmy who was o the ren

Abyssinia i
Itwas cos of the fistest pusats m

. FRISKNEY LTD
17/29 West Street
Horncastie
01507 523233

NEW PETROL
ROTARYS
FROM

£169

rioe.ons rzon £995

Forbly moemers Hectier B, bex son bet
with wie ek, daogtars Alisan wih hushead

2 mpresentig N
My e Madiend: Ly Bruce Gahre:
wd lhmmtuu:

W
O Foterts 0 rrpezsantig
E&Mmumum =

At Addis Absha Rober wis n the
vicory parade foe the rewm of the
Hale Sclassi

Afbean Imgaage of Chinyenja, be
was posiud to Ceylon whese be beand
e news that his caly brother Toay
wiss wounded and missing in [taly.
With this grim pews in the hack of
o s, Robert joned e Seaforths
between Kohima ssd Empéal in

when he was s20t in @e lefi shoalder,
Fee same time s keft amm and

Srowic Dot Bl el Sher and Ml
W, Guant ol Honour oy Bridsh Lagiort A
DGt aad Ws ¥ Gaurd 50 reprasaning W
JGaurt 3 Mrs § Gt and Formi Detibe
€ Tompe Ly Perry Bsoe ko egresentiog
A a0 Mrs P Grant Sheven fobertss Am and
Tany Scruby 250 regvesenting Frandis Deae;

hand were paraiysed bet with further Farmer's Cub.

opentions be was able o grip. “He was cee of the first club leaders
The war finlly over, Rovest joined. Young Facoees Club s
his father sed beodher Tony = the 15 a tnrzee for 3 vty of
Both be and Toay fumed s well.  Agq member afthe Royal Forestry
They bought and soid the  gocery he was respoesible foe
Suainfield Ectate with belp Sm e ing many woods o local estaies

Buxier w&:ﬂ Robert B0 o el g bis own farmm,
- in TmblbY. " p bt s a3 past prsideat of
lnleeboutkhhdé: the Lincolnshire Associstion of

was 80 become 3

Agricatural Vabeers and a homceary

Bell family home.
Robert had & profiound imerest in mdwwwm
persevermce kept Homeastls Cance Jobm Thorold, was beld on

Maeket going beyced its sotral life,  Friday Augest 31 s S Mary's Church
Robert was for sy years the in Homeastie.

secretary of the Homesstle Fatsiock The finerad drecioes wae R H

Show and on-fhe cormittee of ®e Tormer and Som of Hoencastle.

ety Madge Wt Ohvstopter (e, Hugh Soarm; Avnced Hawkrs Prikds Chiggel
Ny Diayton abss regeesentng Homecase Crarle Srgent o represanting Tom Wil and
Dot Murses, Goroon Maby Marge Ward Jors (e, Tim Bryert aso reresenting
Fead s cepresenting N Lk s Edonr Poger ard Paufine Stawson: Rt Naller 3
Vs oot Mark, Fiona and Jeseia Sichards W regresesing s T Waier and GN Walar
Parthorpe aad brs Raehope Sobet ) Wit Wiater, Nbs Fac-Robinsong M B A
Lngard 2o saresartig Soamary Moris d. ot W & s Pasd K Wi e
Don Parker; Kt Clrhe s sorvsartig e Linhearg e Mrs ks D an Wi
Oirke Fornll Clorke's Garage. Frark Scholey Wt Peler 30 See e Joe e Su et e
‘o feraic Wenia and Mo Turrec D a0d Wrs Sam Fashins e repeeseeling
Mower b represaiog Jove Epbot Rickad. Vs N, Ky Wireg el and ety Boutlon
B M s ot Carr, W B s D Seund Kirieny v S Wabsor

Tt M s Arcion Peat bnGay Wilam Wl Wes N Faugh alsn mprsaniag Derder

i M 2000 M N E Ofver s
fesniig 0 Potyoy for the bte Oidine Tod
Ave Sade Johm Laoosle’ Ovistooher




From an early age, I, Robert Lawrence Hay Bell accompanied my father on
annual valuations, and helped run sheets at auction sales. My first
auctioneering experience was in 1973 at the sale of house contents at
Belchford. My father asked his sister Jean Peacock to set out advice for me.

. (973.
12 FRott AvNTIE 1. \7&4};,«/\1 Pencouc whs MY FATHERS SISTER

Notes for Robert should he wish to become a member of his

father' 8 fl!:m-
l. Get f Reading University.
et 8 good degree from g 2 th g ab

2. Get agt A racl xperie
go ahead modern firm of Land/Estate etc. Agents.
3. Study down to the minutest detail how an efficient office

is made to tick :
a. An enterprise is only right if it is pright at the top, i.e.

partners. "

Run the business however big or small on the "military

organisation, i.e., heads of departments responsible for

say valuations, house gales, accounts.

Choose every member of the staff with greatest care, down

to the youngest typist, making sure they always have

0 level maths and English, typing qualifications, or

the necessary professional qualifications, the right

character of confidence, discretion, ambition, initiative.

d. The right surroundings in an office - light, heat, the
eorrect furniture and tables, the right aids such as

" Lelect}x;iottcalculators and adding machines.

-« Learn how to use a secreta

! ;br%ng B o ary or peremsnal assistant, and

+ Master accountancy from agreeing thecash book with the
bank book, able to read a balance sheet and produce a cash

b.

C.

rlow.
6. Learn to delegate, which also mea t
. ﬁ: produci:;g rem.'xlts from peraon::].fns e fathueiee
« A.Ways pay the greatest attention to peronml =
(b e wentes ppearance -
. Tient cl:th;'s for'the otcasion.  rors Meat clogthes and the
« “iways think and plan ahead for what
& furniture sale, a party, a holiday.evfz 323 2;1;1"1:8:1]; ng 7
ggdp%an, g:::ganylthiggs drop into place, and one uea
empe , relaxe polite, and
5 A_lm‘amez'gem:zy which is aiways bom’md tor:;gefo i
. i y8 have a pad and rencil to hand and by the teleph
ande : note of every message and see it is dated t:gegn -
100 ATe ‘gss;ed to the right Person for immediate aotion.
g to“ Exzaiemdn® xands pocket diary and desk diary
e 1?2§e“::r:;;g°no:es, sugh as a week before liéeneafs
};n"omy | and . Mttt a::. ickler". All this saves mental
1Y, get Yo the office on time and regularly, T
SR 38 8, iciong feul Kot Bionett
12, -v{,"f".‘.m SUCCEEDS. THE G 00D FORWARD ORGANISER IS THE =
. :&:ugg;fgtmt too much, Do welfﬁhat '
Your complere oriacently and give'tand your oibentet 08
tention. You mav h ! énts
‘;3::?3:‘ such as cattle *::a‘ﬁgghg:g be careroy nce
whe d4a ient c.ff_a'_o' much 88 a8 tirmAd owa -S?rernl. Nothine

‘e nat a_a



After University and a year at Wells Cundall at Malton, I returned to
Horncastle at fathers request. I could see that whilst Land Agency and

auctioneering were enjoyable, we had to develop the estate agency side for
our bread and butter.

— SIXTH GENERATION MOVES

Mr Robert H. L. Bell, of
Horncastle, has become
the sixth generation of a
family of auctloneers and
jand sgents. The flrm of
Mawer, Mason and Bell,
have announced this week
that Mr Bell, son of Mr
Robert Hay Bell, has been
taken into the pariner-

an Associate of the Royal
Institute of Chartered

Surveyors, has worked
with his father at the

Horncastle office of the
firm for & number of

. Educated at Gresham's
~ School, Norfolk, he read
" for his degree in Estate
. Management at Reading
~ University and, after a
S | Im Yorkshire,
d the firm as an

tant In 1978,
e an Assoclate of

- mmﬁm
shire Assoclation of Agri-
cultural Valuers in 1981.

Mr Bell, who Is a member
of the Rotary Club of
Horncastle and a Round
Tabler, is currently a
liaison officer for the
World Ploughing

Chnplomhl{:‘be held
at Woodhall in the

year and Is an enthusias-
tic cricket and hockey
N _‘.-;“"' O My,




By 1968 father and grampa (aged 87) knew they needed some help and
sought applications. I believe the one that stood out most was from Mike
Perkins of George Mawer & Co at Market Rasen, but they didn’t want to let
him go and instead we had a loose association between the two firms that
lasted until 1980 when we went into full partnership including Masons at
Louth to form Mawer Mason and Bell. As a partnership of 10, the new firm
had good ideas and expanded to 10 offices from Brigg to Alford.

In 1987 an approach was made by the Leeds Building Society. It was a time
of frenetic buying of estate agents by financial institutions and they were
paying good money. But father was dead against selling - “you can only sell
once” and we decided to go on our own and keep our independence. This
was a huge worry at the time, but a decision I have never regretted.

HORNCAS

Bar snacks and
restaurant meals
at sensible prices
OPEN SEVEN DAYS A WEEK
Wwoohat! Spa, Lincoinsidire

'LEG'B‘GB Thursday, April 14, 1988
HORNCA

OLD FIRM
BACK IN
CONTROL

‘radition lives on

Murncnstie mmd Wil 58 sse sncr again 1 hwee ke
s bl Firm of evtate sgeats, Fallowing the takoover of
e Lins ol metiion comglomerate Mawer, Mason aad Bl by »
watharmal bullding soesers, (ha Ieil fumily of Furnasstle lave
deckded by regaim theie indepenidense
I'he mmen Weobery Bhell & Cumnpaamy Wil b Jisplaged ar the
Obr Bapk Chamtbers in #larnzastic, malniasnmg o Sy (s
thon whieh gowes himch ey groerations
Wy feel thal, by Deime independens, we will gef moee «n
Jones a0 our work: cammented M Babert Hell Jutios
Sl thas thix wilt dead 10 o bDetler sersioe o o dheniy
We Tell Ut Blgger wus not ceceksarily bettep ahl rhal we
Aastlul e tnt more stteciive by Being indepemient” B sdded

Hubert tuts cortnindy Been Botan amd Brod W0 10 Sl apen
o I ioess, His gros) grvad grasutlather came imto this arce
0 manage the Revesby Estute, aod therw bave hoen ut least ey
fotwnatons i biad agancy work,

T Hamou sile cimoctn (all be rraond fach 1y Welr & Cu,
(% suthot of the well knows local history.) [t was (ransfes
sod s WOI Parkl whoy (i 1872 ponvedd (rom Fligh Sarest
St the Ohd Tank, Chumbers, This wax the yesr in which
Pheri v Ao 4l nf Woodiall between Sady Lane amd the Kiver
Wikhues Ao Raxing che foundations of (e modén Spa town

Payrinh s try Stafford Wabier In 1809, & docal man,
Ul Of ehamaiwes, Who lived i e lergs Bouse now s as
A |.vn ™ | ireons #e had quile & menagenc in Hamer-

" G.,L.

" 18 whre 1 4B0Y that My Rotseer Hay Bell, Rebert's geund-
N‘:ﬁv WA AriSed s ahe M He Decaine a parbwer in 1910
1 SOiied 0 tuke i active part I 1he firan ueail his desth \

e VAR the we of 9 yeare
AL the Betond Wurld War, Hay was pouned by his son
¥ Rober WE el Flve ywiry iy be waa, i den, joined by
hiis w Mr Bl whio s thorw 32 yoxen of age,
featincdug Al Pomrnht Rodyert By 1ell, bt
mocher Mk RAVe put her £001 dows atd irssisted
™ Kobert

¥
¥

oAl commensed Ko

of Pacisty, SWurd Walter und 151 domiasted

w the groater paral Al century Umtil, refatively

felped (o foron Muwse, Mson snd- fel) l

Robert Bell Jnr pic- |
i aie, the, otlice |
pleture, the late My ||
Hay Bell has pride of
place on the wall. He
would surely have ap-
proved of the family
tradition  being kept
alive. I
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We were supported by our excellent landlord clients, and the house sales
and other sides benefited from being able to give a unique and independent
service. Our firm rapidly expanded from a staff of 9 in 1988 to over 35 with
new offices at Coningsby in 1990, Woodhall in 1992, Lincoln in 1998 and a
second office in Horncastle in 2017. Our services have been
departmentalised into agricultural, property sales, commercial, residential
lets, surveying and auctions enabling us to offer a wide variety of specialised
advice.

WING .



Selling Lincoln Red cattle at Horncastle Market about 1985. Father in the
ring.



Installation as President of the Lincolnshire Association of Agricultural
Valuers (as Hay Bell and Robert H Bell had also been), about 2003.

Philip Day, (secretary), John Maitland (guest speaker), RLHB, Ian Walter
(outgoing President), and Andrew Read (guest).



KATHIEZEN [ow (72 ~ 1999

Kathesn CANE FRot  fiBeksovR N gcox:_b, wacz Her
ck . SN N

Hoeannd CNARME Moved To MNCs Pots 9‘?54—1;/H£2

WAS WORKED R THE FRI ok yns ADAIL DEAN.
TER  MARRIED My G oy ““P‘,;ramq
- n Yesrnied ahout the varous landed estates which

- und (e variod work imvolved in this.” Kathleen said:

wiler ghstraction, ng, farm rents, foot-

different jobs. O the diys we bad an auction

in the office typing upstasns and dashize down:

i building s0ciety customets

“Eventually | began o be involvad in vartoos sacoon sales us book-

' kaculuethm«hynwhwmhddmwouwnSml

i the Twn Hall - then these were Sivesock and machinesy

sales 00 yanious fums, The sales were great fun und because everyehing

had fo be writien down in thase days - vendor spmber, descripean of

m:m.mmummoruhmw-u-mmwy.

The in Aowed and thoss: days were most enpoyable, | gocto know

(he dary’ i wht they maght bid for; where ihwy were kely t sit

nd 30 fong i they didin’t chiame their seating habits or clothes we could
the biddes.

ensed ant it's ull nunbers, of course. whacl s a bit oF u shatme but that's
. One thisg which hasn't changed thoughc hoeses, rems and
mul sold in guinens!

“When Robert Bell, (then junior], gined the firm, we “inhetited’ each
other ied 1 worked for fiahes and son. The business began 10 expard und
oy Job with it. From 1986 tr 1994, [ was involved in the mpidy grow-
i ressdential lettings and that is now a soccessful departinent on its
ot 1 reversed 10 the agricudtural arca of the business, which is whut |
enjuy most, ul iy cay in the offic: is so vaned that 5t ercom-
passes most of tho diverse sspect in dis firm

“Booking for the last time, on Wdnesday, m an eacellent antigos
sade, was shll exgiting althoagh, quile sad = armnging for the
Homscwle Christres Far Stock Show is wiothser tradition which | shall
1miss. For aboot 20 veans | have dealt with wo nany lovely people and
I been e Fortunate 1o have Tiad such an imeresting wockiog life
T have never boon boeod - there was 0o time for boredo - and the yean

v aungny rwn Watheut 1y BoteIing.

Having three &mu. aad pow Alx grandchuldren, the prospect foe
retinement 1x also very busy and Katvleen will ulso tahe on the role of
Srchivist at Robert Bell sed Company whene she its boen s happry oo
ing her caoer this far.

When § armived bere, there were fwo PAnners, a trmee surveyor, a

fmcoancers. My yoonge

Whierebn way tiat i in ‘Tamily firm',

ACharlic and 1 will be Kept busy with our granchilien who rwge
ther okdest a 20 - wind now studving = the Usivervity of Rbode
-« 801 the youmtest, boen. just tliree weeks agn, m Wimbledon.
e will be more time for iy bobbics and anterests inchading puist-
will ing T sare that 5 shower pace will take some potting wed w1 bot Lum
i

shark everyome wighin the company amd s mmasny

w
1 would ke 1

il

' pustomers who have nade every day imeresting and enjoy
“A 4 . niu:lh will in touch, l)‘ltm
W : "
I &“m,uhmm ox the fumee wi

Kathleen Low was personal assistant and secretary to both Robert H Bell and
R L H B, starting in 1972 until 1999. Her daughter Caroline married my
cousin Adam Dean, who was an assistant from 1973 -1979. Her son Colin
started in 1995, and continues as an excellent auctioneer.



1UV years 01 DCL1 1diiiLy
association with historic

Horncastle company

AMILY. pesiomies are 4 fasomatmg

wshaoct. not caly foc those. dvectly

escondod fim 2 cerain line, bt for
all of us. They gave u rare insight 1o the
past i penynnalise the Nife and taes ol
hosve who are ni longer with us. boegng
hein closes, giving us 3 better undenstand.
Ing of where and how they lived and the
prodberns which they faced in (hear own
lifetime

Five penermons of the Bell tarnily haove
carmied om i doep rooted fraditim of see-
Vice 1o the communily and 10 the
Lincolnshire coumrysede, since Geneg:
Bell came to Revesby from Scotland in
1842

George Bell, e hus father before bam,
had  been Frotor 1o Sic John Mo
McKenzie, Bart. of Delving, Penhshenr
for several yeans and when be refired froo
that post, 10 come south, It was ssd that he
tad Carrled oot his dimies with “nusch hog-
oot 2 crecit 16 hismelf

Friend who were sorry o see him
depart, wens repormed 1o say that the, ‘sin
cere friendship and ssteem which they
emierian fowands him and the respect sad
admaraion in which they hold his charae-
fer and Lloms, 25 4 mus of busisess and =
gontieman of the sinctest maeprily. most
agreeable ssanners e nod extended I
eraliey of sentiment and dispostion, whach
I bis intercourse with them, they have
with so moch satistaction and delight
Fount hins amiformdy 1o exhibir'

With this referonde 1o s pood charse-
fer. George Hell travelled o Lincolashie
on hoesetack, 10 take up Ihe peost of agent
for I Basks Stusbope Esg. a position A

‘st eviinens” and 0 wus in &
s e 1o file nmnz. e peheverance
and indstry, (et It Becarne one of the st
ni‘l:n:d Gaaes in Linoaloshine

That Revéshy Abbéy wo retniskt 10 the
desaan of fellow Scot, William Bin,

Whest he resividd from his post, Me Bell
was congrahinedd as being, ‘s pentlemas
Whose bonowe and Ieeprity were bexond
feproach, s 4 man of business wine
pasctualily. coustesy sl straightfceward
dealings werz pronerbial and as 4 friend
whine sincedity end Lindmess of beqan
eadesrod hiss 10 all who had (he privilcpe
of meceing him in the sociaf intercomrse of
Peivate Jife'

When be el i 1872 aged 6% years,
hewiay & haedd act w0 follow, ox g was Aid
W the: time, *Mr Befl was w man whose
place i will be &tfican 10 weply” That
vhallenge fell to his Wryiving relateses.

An exzmple of hivw his Tamaly i carry

Attentlon focuses oo the auctioneer,
1he long established fumily business
century of experience to call upoa.

00 those traditions of service, was browghe
0y mocke recently, when | came into
ru;msiuu uf & copy of the 100 year old
ndeoture and Bond papers. which wers
sgned in Apeil 1897, by his som Rodert
Herey Bell andd his prandyvon, Robent Hay
Bell
On the I of Apnl 1897, al the age of
16 young Robert Hay Bell, who wis one
OF eaght childeen, was articled 0 My W B
Parsh, auczioneer, laad vadosr and estnte
X 1 H

The ‘Boll. famil fessociation, with the
g established company, which hus
deyeloped iojo Robert Bell and O ompany,
Chartesed  Sarveyors, Anctinieers amd
Land Estale Agents, frad begun with 1he
sigming af these documents,

Ak mn example of how fimes have
Chingsd, an extract- from the Derd of
Apprersiceship, for which (he nppwentice

0 pay, reads: ‘He shall not contract
matrimony within the siaid berm, ser lay ot
cartly or dice ables. or any oeher Wil
pamzs whereby his said master may have
amy s with hisown poods or cehers dur-
g the said seem, winhin te livence of Aoy
sid masier shadl peither buy not sell. He
shall not hassse caverns or playhouses nor
abent hisself from the said 1aston e
vice day of might anlywhally, ' Very st
Tukes applied in those times, as YOu Can see.

The campany Mestcey mow extends far
tooee Ban 200 yoars and the firm muved 1o

v fleil's !’n_vNLr( _Lioe
T

'%mm Anawledge of

Mr R.H. Bell, (fromt right) senior partner in
of Robert Bell X Company, which now has »

their. present offices, The Old Bank
Crambers in the Bull Ring ar Homcsale, #
mese 125 yvears

The foundations which were faid by My
RH Bell, senioe, who wus w0 become
Principal of Messrs Parish, * Seafford,
Watter and Bell, wer developed and pro.
gressively modemived and hix son, abs
naned Robert Hay Bedl, yoined the part-
fership

As Lincolnshire's senior Practesing moc
locr MR H !ECJL;"‘T-""/".'.*.!E',' hwxl_'h)_

<wﬁ?’h~l§:§:#am :

Cultiare amf eutate man igement and his two
specal inerests Wove in the plantimg of
wuodtand® and manageiion of walers ln
the . countryside. He was wery fond of
shooting. Tishing snd fenmis and alsoy
played golf,

Al the peak of s career, Mr Bell simul-
aneausly manaped 0ver 14,000 acres anid
fmed nearly 150, At one Time. with the
EACEPION OF A féw vards, be could have
walked from e River Withem s Ukceby
Crens, entircly on fand which be cither
wanaged or fanmed

He aho took'a keen inserest in the town
af Hoencastle and rescued hisane pan
c!lmg from condesmned buiklings at Stow's
Comer, Icorpoeating 6 in bis office in
1968 The tiny *Fom Thumby house from
the: same builiding nom graces the wpof the
company 0ffiges,

Mr Bell was a member of the Homcastle Old Volm
Chairman for many years of Homcasile Urban District Coun
Justice of the Peace, 2 coninty councillor. a director of the Hormi
Water Company, governor of the Homisstle Queen Elizat
grammar school, n membet of the Witham Intermal Drainoge B
a member of the Lincolnshize Branch of the Awctioneers and F
Agents Institute and was their chamman in 1943,

He marned Miss Elsie Marton, daughter of Mr WK Ma
pemmter and pablisher of the Homcastle News and they had two
and four dangheers

Through Robert Hity Bell's firsz associanon and subsequent |
nershepy withy Mr Seafford Waklor, ooe of Homeastle™s Jongest ey
lixhed family businessex was formed.

Various changey have token place since that time bt | gny
that George Bell would huve appeoved of those develvpments
heir Contimuing independent status,

The present partnens, Mr RAL Bell and Mr R.L.H. Bell are ju
Prod of their family history and the 100 year od assicistion w!
their company hax, within the business. and sockal life of the con
und s particular with the o« mmunity in Homegstle and Jistricy

DUAL GLAZING:
| MANUFACTURERS OF UPV(
'S, DOORS
& CONSERVATORIES

i

famiby

Wsocinted with e Is impor.

Ll far Robert Bell. He ks enthusiastic

ahout the futary, Whilst seknowleds.

Ing the effores which have becn made

by hils forefathery during the past 10
years,

name ui |
3 nferusty

|
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FORYOUR FAST, EFFICIENT
NATIONWIDE PARCEL
DELIVERIES

COLLECTIONS DAILY WITHIN
THE “LN" POSTCODES

NEXT DAY & THREE DAY
DELIVERY SERVICE

For competitive quotes
CONTACT:

MARCUS ON
01472 851410

CAISTOR

DISTRIBUTION LTD.

FRONT or REAR
DOOR

LEAN
CONSERVA.{%RIES

VICTORL
CONSERVAT%NRIES

FROM OpnLY

$2695

n: VAT AND FITTING

FROM

£3999

Inc VAT AND FITTING

.. TELEPHONE THE FACTORY

FOR YOUR NO OBLIGATION QUOTE

- =00
01790 753366 01790 752959
FINANCY \\I\'IIH'\[Hl\llhil\kl(_)lf.\‘

| DUAL GLAZING;

AVAILABLS

|
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[TCi Underthehammer

Hanes Contracting sale:

Business cea

omprehensive sale of contracting £QUIPMEN : 3
RN 3 y have been the biggest sale of Deulz

dispersed its range of kit This ma

ober! Bell and Company were i
structad by Noal J Hanes Contract
ing 10 disperse the entira range of
contracting kit at £ast Fen Farm,
Tickney in Lincolnshire. The range of machif-
ery on olfer was extensive and this will have
been one af the higgest sales of Deutz-Fahr
tractors foe years The tractors had not been
sitting idle, clocking up many thousands of
haurs betwesn then: however. they wese all
i g tly candstion, Thwe majority of the kit was
0ld on the day of the sale.
*Noel Hanes was an agricultural contractor
who started In business during 1he Second
World War and then carried an for 75 years”
explains ayctioneer Robert Bell “He had an
extensive busness across Lincolnshire, €ar-
rying out direct and corventional drilking and
all agricidtural gpesations theough to sugar
hest harvesting. Although Neel disd about 11
years ago, the business had continued with
his son Neil and the agncultural machinery
firm of JT Frigkney.
“This was 3 complete dispersat sale, held in
the yartd now rented from James Dyson,
Smaller itams were displayed and soid In the
machinery sheds, whilst the impressive range
of 10 waciors, mainly Deuty, dominated the
yard which contained the larger machinery,
The auctian included a sx-row 2011 Vervast
sugae beet harvester, a Deptz 2006 combing,
2005 Cat digger, 2009 Manitou tefehandler,
11 traflers, six various drils, three balers....
There were just over 400 lots In total, and the
sale grossed well In excess of £500,000"
The firm's 2006 Deulz Fahr MD 5690 com-
0ing with a delow-average 1,850 engine hours

and 7.2m header sold very well at £43.000,
whilst the deet harvester ddn't quite make
its money on the day and was sold after the
sale. Leading tractor price was awarded to a

This Bne-up of Deutz troctors wos (vobadly the
forgest so¥e of this brond's modefs in recent
yedrs with @ wide Sefection to choose from,

TVPES UTE GETEing down on this 2012 Deutz-
Fojr M§40 an 8,790 heurs with front fnkoge
and Weight The hammer price was £27.250,

an

ses after 75 years

t pecurred in April when Noel J Hanes Contracting
_Fahr tractors In recent years

2015 Deutz-Fahr 6210 C-Shift with only 1,365
hours and & front linkage plus weight block:
It got to £61,000. Other tractoes inciuded a
2012 Deutz-Fahr MG64D on 6,790 hours at

The 2009 Deutz-Fahr TTV 630 seemed good 7
vinue for money. At 5.600 hours and the tyres
gt 40%. bidding finished ot £27.000

3

Leading the way an the doy at 561.060 was
this 2015 Deutz-Fohr 6210 &-Shift 1t Showed
1365 hours and again hod a front linkage
ond wight ta add Lo the spec

The sale of machinery for Noel Haines Contracting in 2018 was one of our
larger farm machinery sales.
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Compliments of
Lincoln Office

ROPERT HELL, ROBERT BELL. ROBERT Bl ROCK
WE ARE ALL HERE TO SING YOU A SONG,

WE HOME YOU ERJOY (T, 50 PLEASK CLAF ALDNG
IT'S THE ROHENT BELL ROCR!

ROMICKT LL, ROBERT BELL, ROBERT BELL ROCXK
W ARE THE GREATEST, WE ARE THE BEST

WE ARE THE OKES TO HELP YOU ON YOUR WAY
WHAT MORR CAN WE HAY

TC, THERE ARE LOTS OF THINGS 7O HELF YOU WITH YOUR STRESS,
CLAVTON, TRY NOT TO LEAVE YOUR DESS IN SUCH A MESS.

ROBERT HELL, ROBERT SELL, RUBSNT SELL ROCK
WE ARE THE BEST, WERE SURE YOULL MIREE,

¥ YOUR NOT SURE, JUST LDOK AT U5

ARD WERE SURE YOU WILL SEEIL

HELEN, OUR PAY IS THE HEST THING YOU DO,

LAURA, HOWARD 1S 50 FROUD OF YOU,

JANE. THE WHOLE BARLDING ROCES WHEN YU SNRICEE,
YOU FRIGHTEN TOM 70 IS KNEES

ROSS; LOTS OF KIT XKATE FOR YOU THRSSTMAS DAY,
MARLA KEEF YOU DO ON SALE DAY,

JOIEK WE ALL WONDER WHATS UNDER YOUR KILT,
NHIDAET, MEETINGS MAXE YOU WILY.

JEREMY THE PULS WILL MAKE A FORTUNE OUT OF YOU,
WE ALL XNOW. THAT COLIN WILL BE THERE BESIOE YOU T00

JOAN, TONY WING CAN MAKE YUUR FACY. TURN BILUE,
Gk, DO YOU WONDER WHAT YOU'VE.COME 100
ANGELA, DO THE ADYERTS IN YOUIE SCEEY,

SUE SAYS TUEYRE YOURS TO KE#

JANICE, TIEBSE WILL KEEP THE ANIMALS AWAY,

TORY WING, ARAG AMAG WIEAT CAN WE SAY,

SURE, SOON YOU'LL BE O YOUR WAY WITH YOUR MAN,
DAVID, KISS YOU IF WK CAN,

MARGERET, WE SEND CHRISTMAS BLESSINGS TO YOUL
DENISE, TUESDAYS YOU PUT UP WITE 2UE,

SUE GRANT, CUEERFUL YOU ARE WE ALL AGREE,
UL IKES MER CUT OF TEAY

ROBEAT WE ARE ALL EO OLAD THERES ANOTHER ON THE WAY,
DOEH THAT MEAN THAT WIE WILL ALL, ALL GET EXTRA PAY!

ROBEIT BELL, ROBERT BELL, ROBERT BELL ROCK,
WE WISH YOU ALL A MIXRY OHFISTMAS,
WE ABE ALL FAMILY HERE AT BELLS,

§ CHRISTMAS, MERRY CHEINTMAS, .
\;me \
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Three of our major agricultural clients during my tenure of the firm have
been A ] Massingberd-Mundy Esq at South Ormsby, Neil Hotchkin Esq at
Woodhall Spa and the Maitland Family at Somersby, all lovely estates.

We used to pay staff wages on each estate as well as collect rents, organise
repairs and insurance, advise on new buildings, drainage, forestry, negotiate
tenancy agreements, adjust rents, let summer grazing, etc etc.



I was fortunate to have a close relationship with the “Squire” Adrian
Massingberd Mundy, (but no say in his desire to leave his ancient estate to
the Secret Services). The whisperings in the Massingberd Arms could have
formed the basis for a novel, but for me it opened up meetings at Thames
House in London, with people who seemed more like Welsh accountants
than James Bond. I am so grateful to the Squire’s companion, the talented
Sarah Perceval, who made the running of the estate easier for the executors.

AT MASINGBEL) - HAdY (1921 -2001)
Seé Luf ON SovTh ORMSBY AsIAYE.

Adrian was quite remarkable in his ability to remember people. He knew the
names of even the farmworkers who were employed by his tenant farmers.
He started farming on his own account when one of his farms came free. He
established a herd of Lincoln Red cattle in the Park, and faithfully sold
through Ho_rncastle market. He also enjoyed breeding race horses, and had
stables designed with anti-roll cavities that would enable a pregnant mare
to‘righ!: herself. He was a very accomplished fly fisherman and had great fun
with his friends the McCorkodales on the Helmsdale River. He was also a
;egk good shot‘. and a certificate for a left and right at woodcock (at Guy 5
a les Wood in December 1993) lay on the dining room mantelpiece, He
\év::k:cl;y enough to employ one of the most respected gamekeepers, John
2 I lor over 40 years, John would catch up and breed from wild
pheasants which were kept in the walled garden, (rather than buy in and

release huge numbers of game). In this and
um ; many other i
was at the forefront of the Squire’s mind. 4 g



Letter from a representative of MI5 following the slae of the entire estate in
2016.
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Reference for Mr Parish in 1896 from Stafford Vere Hotchkin Esq.

As regards the Woodhall estate, again a unique estate with its excellent golf
course, but also a unique client. Neil Hotchkin held the record for the number
of runs scored in an Eton/Harrow cricket match. He had served in the
Chindits behind the Japanese lines during the War. He was an autocratic
figure to be treated with great reverence. I recall manning the front office on
my own one Saturday morning in the early 1980’s. The phone rang, but when
[ answered it was silent. It did this three times. I thought there was someone
playing a joke so when it rang shortly after I replied in my best Chinese
“Hallow, Hong Kong Chinese restaurant”. I was horrified to hear Mr
Hotchkin'’s voice say “OH, I'm so sorry. I've got the wrong number!”



In 1963 we had a sale of the remaining contents of The Manor House, prior
to its occupation as “Agriculture House” by the NFU. My sister Alison aged
10, got bitten on her finger by a red squirrel.




Letter of thanks from Sallie Hotchkin, on the sale of the Woodhall Estate in
2006.
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Country House

Womersley House, Woodhall Spa.

Possibly the most attractive house in this sought-after golf haven, set within

four acres of mature grounds. Womersley House was built by the Hotchkin

family who were instrumental in the development of the adjoining Hotchkin
Golf Course (Now the headquarters of the English Golf Union)

Four acres of mature gardens adjoining the Hotchkin Championship Golf Course
Secluded position at the heart of this popular Spa

Drawing Room, Dining Room, Morming Room & Breakfast Kitchen

Master Bedroom Suite, Guest Bedroom Suite, Six further Bedrooms and Two further
Bathrooms

Potential to divide for staff accommodation

e Garaging for up to four cars and stores

e All Mains Services

19 Sturlon Raad, Woodhall Spa, LN 10 6QL
Tel: 01526 353333 Fax: 01526 352600
E-muil: woodhallspa@ robert-bhell.org
Website: www rabert-bell.org

After Neil Hotchkin died in 2004, Womersley House, his prestigious home on
Horncastle Road, was sold as the market crashed in 2008. It took some time
to sell again, which we did for the buyer in 2010. It remains one of the
principal homes in this sought after resort.
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Top photo shows the Maitland Family about 1960 at the wedding of Sally,
now Lady Bruce Gardyne. The bottom photo is of the current home at

Somersby House.



[ well remember visiting Sir John Maitland ill in his bedroom at Harrington
Hall, but still a commanding figure. He arrived after the Second World War
to be Conservative MP for the Horncastle Constituency. He purchased the
Thimbleby Estate from the exors of Rueben Roberts, and lived at Roughton
Hall. Grampa managed to buy the Somersby Estate and Harrington Hall for
him. Consequently, Roughton Hall was sold and became a school. (I went and
ran away aged 7).
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In the early 1990’s we sold Harrington Hall for the Executors of Lady
Maitland. After a year the purchaser needed to sell and we knew a
prospective buyer from earlier would be interested, and consequently sold
the Hall again, this time to the Price Family who despite the Hall being
raised to the ground by a fire on November 4th, have transformed it into a
lovely home, and bought additional land to successfully resurrect an
agricultural estate.



My grandfather (Hay Bell) said that during his lifetime nearly every farm
along the Caistor High Street had changed hands.

I have been fortunate enough to have overseen the sales of Harrington Hall
twice, of the Woodhall Estate in 2006 and the South Ormsby Estate in 2016.

Our firm has had the good fortune to be instructed in many of the loveliest
homes across Lincolnshire.

ROBERT BELL

BELL

ROBERT BELL & COMPANY

Reaching 65 in November, | knew | needed to look to secure the future of the firm
with a younger team at the forefront. This has been put into effect with Tony Wing,
Alastair Boulton and George Harrison taking over responsibility, and | can now call
myself ‘consultant”, and take time away. They make up and head a good team, and
they will have a great future ahead.

I have been fortunate enough to have had exceptional staff over many years. Quite a few friends and
relations have had their initial professinnal exnerience with the firm It seems anlv vesterdav that

Retirement beckons in 2020.



